Special  Offertory Christmas  Edition

HOLY FAMILY

CATHOLIC PARISH
Grithan Hifls

XOur Advent Plan ~ VOur Advent Project 2025 X

The journey of The People of God in the Holy Family Catholic Parish during
Advent :29™ November V25" December 2025.

Encounters with Jesus

XNe consider Christmas as the encounter, the great encounter, the historical
encounter, the decisive encounter, between God and mankind. He who has faith
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In his homily on 29" Novem ber 2025, at the 6.00pm mass that started our Advent

journey as a parish for 2025 , Fr Paul challenge d all of us to take Advent seriously from

a spiritual point of view. He and our Dcn Tee Ping repeated this during every homily

in Advent 2025 . Advent is a time of preparation; of ourselves, our hearts and also for

sharing the Joy of Christmas with those around us .gN AEN PRgn®N eR geD& d
the Holy Family Parish on our journey , as a part of all Salvation History. Once again,

AN t AWN KNNA Art NDZae XeacNnAaeN At N 2A X eRr AT MNeENe G
the people of Judea  more than 2000 years ago.

Here is a record of some of the effort that we have made this Christmas to be a
celebration of the Faith we share, the Hope that we have and the Love that we seek
to spread : His Peace and Joy in our homes and in our community.

It has been put together in this Special Edition of our Bulletin, to encourage
ourselves and others, to reflect on the fact that when we act individually and
together as aparish, A N XD2Z A Ke that wdkld makeJadus smile s XAt the
same time, it is a true representation of the sum total of our extra effort in preparing

Xyt N gAr eR At N -e «BEsudh,dve wilbbe presenting his record as
a symbol of the loving offerings , as the Community  of the Holy Family Parish in the



Southern Adelaide Hills |, during the Offertory Procession at each of our Christmas
masses.

SHARING OUR FAITH JOURNEY

=92 gADHEAFT A QeBB?AdA’™ ©R -e¥WNS X! M?0t AcdradQ >eE
one another and to value each member of our community; we need to know each

other better and to respect the effort that each member makes to contribute to our

journey together as a community

This Advent we decided to ask people to share something of their Faith Journeys at
At N kNP dAAd Gatherindr éata W % X Mas, at alh of the weekend masses  in
the Parish to build community and to focus on the sacred nature of our pilgrim

community ; XAt N ! rr.NBduksaid: when Xane eac At eNN AacN 7 Aat N
name R u AB At NaEWath 48\ 20). " e ? X

W e have reviewed our lives and put in the special effort to make Christmas a reality
in our homes, our community and in th e world , in this region of Adelaide 2025.

A record of these sharings has

been put together, as a symbol

of the Journey of the whole of

our community. This symbol

will be brought into each of our

Christmas Eucharistic

celebrations, as a part of the

Offertory Processions. To join
togetherwithJesus v e RRN&gAF A,
each Mass. It symbolises the

gift of ourselves and all that we

t AW N DZ AN Xy e BAt
©JdANf DB OQeBNXs g
ourselves, our offerings of
XAdBNR A&NAr?2a&N AADZ AA
every mass but this is a

symbolical representation not

only of the people sharing, but

all the efforts that every

volunteer in our community

has contributed. It is especially

our efforts during Advent this

year; it is the fruit, th e

culmination of our collective
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT - HOPE

Saturday Evening  VNativity Loretta Ward 29.11.2025

XgeeDZ NWNAGQAF u AB -ea&NAAA §AEDZ AADZ , ArndW dnar

24 February 1980, 3 weeks shy of the commencement of our parish. On this first
weekend of Advent, where we reflect on Hope, | am going to provide a snippet of my
faith journey and where | have truly felt the tangible presence of God in my life. It
provides me with comfort knowing that | am one of God's children.
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While | am a regular Mass goer and committed Catholic, over the years | have
attended various seminars, workshops and retreats run by Hindu swamis and
Buddhist monks and which | always come away with a heightened awareness of my
Christian faith. There was a turning point many years ago when | was attending a
workshop run by a Buddhist monk. Catholic guilt was kicking in about attending, so
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| approached the Buddhist leader and explained how | was feeling. He told me that
he was a former Catholic priest and then said that he likened all our lives to climbing
and reaching the top of a mountain in the hope that we meet and be with God. He
added each one of us is on a different path but with the same common goal at life's
end, reaching the top to be with our Saviour. | felt it made sense and came away
thanking God that | found the right person to ask about the connectedness in
various faith belief s as | continue to attend and learn from them.

I have 5 siblings and last year Phil, one of my brothers, passed away. He had lost his
wife Anna, the year before and he repeatedly said that he wanted to be with her.

Being the first sibling to pass, God really helped me through coming to terms and
accepting their deaths. Also, | have faith and hope that they are now t ogether with
our Lord. When | am grieving, | always find solace in my faith and aware in our cycle

of life, there is a much better place to look forward to. Itis the 1st weekend of Advent,

where we are reminded to be watchful, vigilant and prepared as we don't know
when it is our time.

In 2018, Kevin, my husband was diagnosed with myeloma, 10 days before we were to
travel overseas. After discussing and praying, we stayed home and opted for
immediate treatment, a wise decision, Kevin is still with us! In 2019, 1 week after Kevin
was given an 'all clear', | felt a shooting pain from the right to the left side of my chest,

| ignored it. The next day, t he same intense pain that felt like an arrow passing
through me was repeated and likewise on the 3rd day. Like the householder in
today's gosp el who would have stayed awake if he knew the burglar was coming, |
was beginning to feel that | needed to heed this message that | truly believed was
coming from God.

| went to my GP the following day, Monday, and a lump was found in my left breast.

| never gave up hope and always remained positive that | would recover. Many
blessings and the hand of God emanated from this outcome, it was caught at a very
early stage a nd within those next 5 days, | had had all the standard tests with
specialists and chemo commenced. | give thanks to this day of the presence of God
when | really needed Him.

We have 3 children, Jarrod, Heath and Carine, all christened by Fr Roy Richardson,
here at Nativity. They are all married to beautiful spouses, Kristin from Canada,
Francesca from the UK, where the boys live respectively and Todd, who lives in
Morphettvill e, thankfully! We have 8 grandchildren and it saddens me that none of
these children have been christened in the Catholic faith. Their parents are all good
people and one conversation | had with one of them is that the children can make

their own decision  when they are older. | pray every night for my family and when at
Mass and | receive Communion, | bring to mind and reach out from my heart to each

one of my family members. | visualise that the body of Christ is touching their hearts,

just as it touches mine, I truly believe it is so.



| have shared with some of you , my granddaughter Kaia's musings. She occasionally
comes to Church with me and when she was 4, enjoyed climbing over the pews and

then crawling under the seats, totally inattentive but always ready for Fr giving her

a 'hi five' at Mass end. One Friday afternoon, Kaia and | were delivering the church
bulletins into the foyer. There were only the 2 of us and she asked "where is the
man?" | replied 'what man?' and her response, "the man who teaches us". | told her
Fr wasn't there , she promptly sat on the ground and said she wasn't leaving until he
came. Yes, | did have to forcibly remove her! On another occasion while in Mass, | was
listening to Fr's homily, when Kaia whispered, "Umma, why do you love Jesus so
much?" | believe these are words planted by God for Kaia and me to talk about God.

Also, are you being vigilant and full of hope this first weekend in Advent too ?

My symbols

My yoga mat is over 22 years old.
Whilst on this mat , | have meditated,
laughed, cried, been in physical pain,
felt the pain of others,  hugged, written
reflections in my journal and listened
to others share theirs. Oh, and | have
practiced yoga poses too!

My bracelet is that which | wore
throughout every treatment and
specialist appointment. It was made
by a woman with breast cancer and |
added the medals: St Mary McKillop;
the Virgin Mary and baby Jesus from
Notre Dame and given to me by my
best friend ; lastly St Peregrine with
relic given to me by Marilyn Monten.
He is the patron saint of cancer and life -threatening illnesses and came with a
Novena prayer also, which | read daily. X
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Thank you for the opportunity for me to share and | wish you all a hope filled week. X
Sunday morning - St Paul of the Cross: Helen Douglas -Irving 30.11.2025

Hope vy Father Lionel Marsden sm

YGood morning, my name is Helen Douglas -Irving and | have been asked to speak
to you of hope. To do this | have decided to tell part of the story of a person who was
inspired by their experiences serving in WW Il and also as a Prisoner of War under

the Japanese. This particular person had influenced one of my relatives and mentors.



ytdr nNaEereA rAdDZat An AuR u NY¥ N
At N AeADZ t dBr NARA u ~nQAK Te
missionary. ‘a

Out of so much horror, and cruelty this man

decided that to harbour negative feelings might

only lead to bitterness and rancour. So instead, he

made a commitment to do as the gospels

GAr AE? QA NDZ eMADEtW e At mosEng Ot NN &
forward in hope of a better understanding, in hope

of true reconciliation, in hope of love in the way

that Christ had demonstrated to his followers.

Who was this man?

Lionel Marsden, was a Marist Priest from NSW and
after his ordination, he became an army chaplain.

He would experience the fighting in Malaya, the
defence and surrender of Singapore and his
subsequent imprisonment in Changi with thousands of other allied defence
personnel including two of my Great Uncles and mentors. Worse of course was to
ReAKenS Beran !'2rancAAKdAAr OQef Adr AAA 2dAat e?2& Qe?.
infamous Thai -Burma Railway is mentioned. Father Marsden and his fellow POW
flock would ex perience years of sickness, starvation, summary executions, torture

and brutality. These experiences which could so easily have destroyed his faith,
appeared to strengthen it.

WW2 would end in the East with the use of nuclear bombs. The lasting impact of

the bombs and war deprivations upon ordinary Japanese people would increase his

desire to spread hope. A big hurdle was getting support from Australians who were

at the time ve ry bitter towards the Japanese. It was quite an unpopular cause but
he persisted eventually receiving the blessing to undertake this challenge. The

mission in Nara prefecture was established in 1949.

Fr Marsden and other missionary Marists lived alongside Japanese people. The

Marists came with a  mission of hope and reconciliation, Marsden understood that

Yo burythe hatche Ay dr DZHRRJOQO? AAR da &Ne?da&Nr t?2BgAdAar R
TAcr DNAyr TAEdraA TdrrdeA fne?ADZ kNAcE R&E?dAas MW NAA:
care homes for the destitute and facilities for those with special needs would be

established. The M arists would be befriended and honoured by Japanese leaders of

other faiths and loved by their communities. Father Marsden exemplified what it is

to believe and understand God yr NAAkecAAN nAAA eR rAAKWAAde AR
and continuing in the birth, life and death of Jesus; for this is our hope of things to

come.

Marist fathers.org.au May 2011, accessed 4.11.25



My uncles

Now, to return to my own uncle POWSs, one would die there the other would return

A rt AAANaENDZ BAA k?2A eWNa& AgdgBN tN "e?ADZ kN ¢gARAK?N
have his own reconciliation between nations by hosting Japanese exchange

students. (Something my Great Aunt thought might never happen.)

To conclude, you might think that you do not have it in you to be like a Father

Marsden but | prefer to be optimistic and draw upon the wisdom of Mother Theresa

nte ?2rNDZ At N Nin&NrrdeA Y7 cen dhatfhope eftarNsyartsnt NA  r t N
humbly, in your own home and actions towards others in your community, the light

eR tenN rt dANr AADZ 7P gWNr eatNaEe nNenAN rrAcRBAP AL A
My symbol

My symbol is a small porcelain figurine of Our Lady which belonged to my Great

Aunt, dating from the 1930s. This Holy Mother is chipped and fractured, perhaps a

reminder that humans are fragile, but that life too can be beautiful in all of its

imperfections. X

This little figurine also reminds me that acts of reconciliation can bring growth,

spread hope and can simply be the catalyst of a myriad of possibilities. Thank you,

Sunday morning - Our Lady of the Way : Yolanda Tauro 30.11.2025

2Mother Theresa  https://www.perthcatholic.org.au/News__Events -News -2016-September -Week 2 - accessed
10/11/25An &aNnAEN re?ac t NAear Re & Rdwithdeegdry/stayiafétmed polited1 #1@/RPattessed
7/11/25



https://www.perthcatholic.org.au/News__Events-News-2016-September-Week_2-%20accessed%2010/11/25
https://www.perthcatholic.org.au/News__Events-News-2016-September-Week_2-%20accessed%2010/11/25

XThe humid air hung heavy as | stepped off the plane in Sydney, we landed August
2017 a stark contrast to the crisp India Air I'd left behind. Australia. The word itself
felt like a promise, a whispered hope of a brighter future. For years, the idea had

been a distant dream, a flicker of possibility fuelled by images of sun -drenched
beaches and a vibrant, welcoming culture. Now, here | was, clutching a worn
backpack and a heart full of excitement.

The initial months were a whirlwind of finding our feet, unpacking boxes, and

navigating a new city. A good School for Johann, a good collage for Joanita. Finding
a job for me proved more challenging than I'd anticipated; my qualifications, while
valuable in India, seemed to require further certification here. And the worst part of

dA AArR At N SAAANDZ BN aAe tAWN AeOQAAX Ni nNE&dNAON

nAr Xy &' Bhe Awsfahak atsent, initially charming, sometimes proved.

My symbols
TR ¥ difficult to understand There
: were moments of loneliness, of
missing familiar faces and
comforting routines.
But amidst the challenges,
there were triumphs. The
kindness of strangers, (this is
talking about the Blackwood
church) ; the  breathtaking
beauty of the landscape, the
sheer diversity of the
population V these things
gradually chipped away at my
initial apprehension. | found a
job with a close friend to help in
administrative job (NO Local
Experience required) and this
friend | talk about is Basava
Shekar WHO WE WILL NEVER
EVER FORGET - lead us to the
shore of success. | made friends,
both Australian and fellow
expats, who shared stories and
offered support. | learned to

surf, a skill I never imagined possessing.

Australia didn't magically erase my worries or solve all my problems. But it offered
something more profound: a chance to rebuild, to reinvent myself, to discover
strengths | never knew | had. It's a land of contrasts, of sun -drenched beaches and
rugged o utback, of bustling cities and quiet coastal towns. It's a land that challenges
you, tests your resilience, and ultimately rewards you with a life richer and more



fulfilling than | ever imagined. My journey to Australia wasn't just a geographical
move; it was a journey of self -discovery, a testament to the power of hope, and a
reminder that even the most daunting dreams can, with enough perseverance,

become a reality.

My symbols are the pebble with Hope on it to denote the first Sunday of Advent ; the
Hope Christmas card; my family and citizenship papers and  our parish embodied by

Fr Paul. X

Sunday morning - Nativity : Krzysztof Duda 30. 11.2025

Hey everyone, my name is Kris, and | received my first communion this Easter.
However, my faith journey began long before this. As a family, we came from Poland

8 a
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14 years ago , in the hope of finding a new home. Moving here was difficult for all of

us, as we barely knew English and had to no one to rely on but each other. While my

dad worked, my mum home -schooled me and my sister. She patiently taught us all

we needed to know, w  hilst giving us the space to pursue our own passions. Looking

kAQt R u kNAGNWN Atdr S"Ar geDZ fect AP At ce? Pt
passions encouraged my interest in history.

This interest led me to pick up the Bible in 2023 and sparked within me a curiosity

to learn more about Christianity. Our family was not religious, and | had only been

Baptised Vlike everyone in Poland. It was because of my mum that | took this first

10



step into faith. But for the time that was all; | was adrift without anyone to guide me
or show me the way.

This all changed last year when | met my friend Maria in high school. When | say
friend, | also mean arch -nemesis, because we had a never  -ending competition over
nte Qe?ADZYaeny " NA&E nv MAF Adrts =?2A atNA
and | also had debates on theology. She was catholic from birth and so | learned the
basics of her faith through our debates. But even if all of these doctrines were new

to me, | was surprised to find that they largely aligned with what | already believed.
Perhaps, t his was another sign that Jesus was with me all along. One thing | am sure

of, is that sometimes you have the privilege of meeting people that have the most
profound impact on your life, such that it is never the same again. Maria is one such
person. She f ound me when | was lost, which in turn, led me to find faith and myself.

So, in 2024, | went to mass for the first time. | was home alone at that point and felt
really isolated and vulnerable. My long -time friend Arwin, who was beginning to
explore his faith at the same time as me, was a godsend throughout this period, and

came along with me to mass. Both of us were confused as to whether to kneel or
stand up, and what all the different ceremonies symbolized. However, we remained
undaunted and went to a vespers service at Saint Paul of the Cross. This was a truly
spiritually pro found moment for me V the golden light of the setting sun shone
through the stained -glass window, while all of us sang and held candles. In this
moment, being home alone DA, DAYyA RNNA o?2dAN re AeANKr
unsure as to how | was to practice my newfound faith, both me and Arwin decided

to go through the RCIA program with Deacon T ee Ping and Father Mwaura. With
their help, we received communion during Easter. It was a truly beautiful evening,

and | was blessed to have my family and the whole congregation celebrate this
wonderful moment.

But my journey in faith is far from over. It led me and my family to detour to Italy
during our recent trip to Europe, where we went to a mass in the most wonderful
QAAt NDZEAAX ©R AAAANA TAcdA A f AexceNAOQONs
Unfortunately, th e Pope was away while | was there, so | have all the more reason to
go back.

My faith has also cemented my desire to study law and help refugees Vimmigrants

like us Vand use law as a tool to help others and give back some of the love God has
shown me and my family. What | have realised by looking back at my faith journey,

is that | have never been truly alone. It has truly been a hope -filled journey. My family
and friends were there to encourage me, and in the times it truly mattered, God was

there too. Most importantly, | know that my journey is ongoing. There will be times

when my faith will be challenged. But | also hope that | will be able to move past

these challenges and give the love | have been given back to the world.

Symbol of my journey:

11
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This is a pin with the Chi  -Rho symbol, the
Rdaeran Ane ANAANaEr eR At N Qe
Greek. It is significant to me because it is

a symbol of the Byzantine Empire. My
interest in Byzantine history is what led
me into reading the Bible. | also received
the pin when | was with my family,
reminding me of the time when we were

all together. Moreover, this was just
before | went into Year 12, the year | met
Maria and went to church for the first
time. So, in a way, this pin reminds me of
all the differentt imes God has guided me
to bring me here today.

Reflecting on the sharings;

Fr Paul brought each of the sharings into his homily, acknowledging their

considerable effort in the planning and discovery of Hope in the many ways that God

had touched each of their lives and all those who had brought them to Holy Family

in2025. oN Ot AKANAT NDZ ?r Aee Ae phedBdject % sHoph WwasX! D& NAA
truly brought out in the sharing of Loretta and her family with the challenge  ofillness

with God touching her life not only through her deeply Christian family, but also in

Yoga and meditation from other religious traditions  and cultures . Helen reminded

us of hope springing from the incredible role modelling and suffering on the Burma

Railway and that forgiveness and reconciliation is possible ,as itwas in her family. It

was epitomised by her symbol:

the little statue of Our Lady from

At N nvenyrs JtN tenN ef
Australia and the challenges that

ANrANDZ he AAADAyr RAdAtR

overcome through the support

and care by others. So also,

— . migration featured strongly in

©Ocdry rtAEgA?f ©R tdr
Faith  through, his mother,

friends, a love of history and the

RCIA.

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF
ADVENT - PEACE
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Saturday Evening - Nativity : Charlotte Hejka  6.12.2025

Xgt NA u KA eoeet myKifd, @can see that my journey of faith has never been a
rAncEAQPt A KGANs uayr KkNNA BeacN Adst N BeenAuieNy R =~ d A DZ
present, even long before | had the language to name it.

u fF&eNs ?2n Aadat nAEeNAAr Ste SN&N keat kAnadr NDZ !
nNeEAQOadr gAfs fAdat "ArAyan reBNat dAFf 2N AAKLt NDZ Ake
young age, | had this sense that God was there Vjust beneath the surface of things.

School was where that sense really began to take shape. | attended Anglican and

then Catholic schools, and it was there that | first experienced faith as something

living and communal, not just ideas in a book. My time at Cabra Dominican College

was especially significant. | was drawn to the rhythm of li turgy, the Sacraments, the

symbols, and the way that faith and community were woven together. | remember

RNNAGQAT R 2RANA ?2dNAA" Ae BT aNARAAXTAAF NRNNOr ? KD
explained it theologically, but my heart knew.

In early adulthood, that quiet attraction deepened. | married a Catholic, and through

that relationship | was gently invited further into the life of the Church. Eventually |

joined the RCIA process, and at 24 | was received into the Catholic Church. For me,
At An BeBNAA "ArAyan A ?DDANA Qe AWNErdeA e?a R Ae
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something God had already been doing slowly over many years VA Yrtay

relationship that had been growing for a long time. From there, my faith grew

through service. | became gA% e AWNDZ dA nAcdrt AKdRNF >t ¢ ADZEN/
workshops, reading, commentating, and serving several times on the Parish Pastoral

>e? AQdAs !A At N rABN AgBNR Br 7"eact dA >ArAteAdOQ N\
since 1996, became a key expression of my vocation. Teaching, leading, walking

alongside young people VAt Nr N t A¥N kKNNA reBN eR AtN nAAON/
clearly met Christt. AR OQe?a&r NR Br raeacr d4rAya Y?2rA Ake?2n «
marked by grief and struggle. The deaths of my parents Vmy mum in 2000 and my

dad in 2005 V were some of the most painful and defining experiences of my life.

Add to that the ongoing reality of significant mental health challenges in my family,

and my role as a support person for someone with a significant mental health

DA, r e aDNaE&s §tNr N Ni nNe&dgNAQONr tAW¥WN rAcENAQt NDZ Br
forced me tocon RaE&eAA B' ®©oa A KdBdgar R AADZ At NTyWN DANNRN;
others who live with quiet, ongoing pain. These seasons of darkness have made my

RAGAt BeaeN XaeaNAAXx AADZ ANrr At NeacNAdOAAs uyWwN t ADZ
everything, but who abides in the mess, the questions, and the uncertainty.

This year, a really important part of my journey has been praying the Spiritual
Mi NeQdr Nr A EAgAT -dRNs GgNNt kr 42NNt R DAr kr DA

reflecting, and sharing that journey under gentle spiritual guidance. Through the
Mi NeQdr NrR Br a&NAAAaAdeArtdn adat ! Nr?2r tAr DANNN
become more attentive to consolation and desolation Vto those inner movements

that reveal where God is drawing me toward greater life, and where fear or self -

doubt mightbe holding meback. ¥yt Nr yWN 7 ¥ NA BN naeAOAJQAA Aee kX
for listening to how God is at work in my family life, my work, my parish, and even in

the decisions | make about how to serve in the wider Church, including my

involvement in the 2026 Archdiocesan Synod. My symbol

A Scripture verse that has become especially ’

important to me is from Psalm 119: Xhe? & = :

dr A KABn aAe Br RNNaA AACL f Ant s x
That image of a lamp to my feet V not a ﬂ

floodlight for the whole road, just enough light A

forthe nextstep Vfeels very true to how God has ﬂ&}

led me. Out of that prayer, | bought myself a L2 Sp.

bracelet with a small firefly charm .For me, the _f _— =

firefly is a symbol of that gentle light in the g

darkness V a reminder that even when things

RNNA QeAR?r dAf eacE eWNELt t A dr

still there, often small and quiet, but real. | wear

dAn Ar A DAJAT &NBJGADNE At An geDFr nmecDR geDFr na
AdtPta Ae \Buiding Aeonestep at a time, not asking me to have everything

worked out, but inviting me simply to stay close.

14



yeDAr R AKBeran At &eNN DNOADNr ARANE kNOQeBdgAP >Aat
: L something finished or settled.

’ | see it as a lifelong

pilgrimage. | feel called to

help build a Church that

listens deeply, welcomes

generously, and holds space

for people who are struggling ,

or on the margins. In my

marriage, my family, my

grandchildren, my work in

Catholic Education, and my

r NeWdON dA e?2cE& nAcdr

trying Vimperfectly Vto keep

responding to that call.

And so, my story,
really, is this: God
has been patiently,
faithfully shining
just enough light
for the next step V
through  schools,
through grief,
through family,
through study and
ministry,  through
the Spiritual
Exercises, and even
through a tiny
firefly on my wrist.
My hope is simply
to keep walking
that path, trusting
that the same God
who has led me

this far will continue to be my light, wt NENWNaE At N Ye? @a ANT ANADZ ANi A
Sunday morning - St Paul of the Cross: Simon Honner 7.12.2025
XPeace - The Challenge

The running of the country is a serious business. There is a lot to do and there are
lots of things that need attending to. And not everything that needs to be done is

15



considered important to everyone. things, and growing food, and balancing

payments with other countries and building roads and tunnels and hospitals , ports

¥ - ! = R f ] !

and schools. There are the retirees to look after and the marginalised and the
vulnerable. There are the very old and the very young and those who are not born
yet. And there are future generations to take into account, as well with current
planning. And w hilst the decisions about these and other matters are being made,
there is the well -being of all of us to consider. The safety of us all and our levels of
contentment, and our need for satisfaction with the way things are being done. We
need to know thatt hese decisions are for the greater good, and that the cost of
getting things done does the least damage to our way of life and the environment.
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uayr A rN&de?r k?2r ANrrs
Our future:

The young people of today are those who will undertake this serious business. Those

who are in school right now are those people who will be running the country in the

not-too-D&,r AAAA R?A?2a&Ns ,ean Y?2rA Ar neAdandOdAAr R k?a
teachers, architects, occupational ther apists, construction managers, engineers,

business people, clerks, tradies, sales people and mums and dads. Everyone will be

playing a part in the way we move forward and develop and plan and make this an

even better place to live.

| was a teacher for nearly 5 decades, and | worked with young people, mostly 15 -to
18year -olds. Each year there was another group of young people released into the

world outside the classroom, to take their part in the serious business. Each wave of

grad uates was part of a new generation, slightly different from other generations,

but heavily influenced by them. Ready to make their mark on the world. To play their

part in running the country.

My calling as a teacher:

And in those few years leading up to their graduation, | witnessed their goodness

and energy and their enthusiasm. | saw evidence of originality and freshness of ideas.

| experienced the talent of young people, and their willingness to participate and to

improve themselves and their surroundings. | may even have had some influence in

At N DHENQOAde A reBN R AtNB Aeet R k?2A Berakr u Ni
develop these young people into empathetic, humorous, artistic, clever individuals.

All of t hem a work in progress, but bristling with possibility and hope and

determination.

| witnessed this emerging generation every day. | was working with the future

ANADNEr AADZAterN Ste GdAA rtAnN e?2c& Qe? AAcEryr DZ
out the serious business. | had the best job in the world. It became clear to me that

our fu ture is in good hands. We can be confident that things will turn out alright,

possibly better than we expected. We may have some very pleasant surprises. We

are in good hands.

Whatever my role in the formation of the next generation, | can relax now, knowing

that everything is turning out as it should. And this brings an enormous sense of
Peace .
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My symbol

The symbol here is an Acorn. With the right nurturing, this acorn will become th e

Mighty Oak Tree. A majestic tree, under which | can imagine people would relax in

the shade, feeling content and at Peace. The Acorn represents the Young People of

AeDAr ASte AdAK kNOeBN aAterN Tqftar AAtr At An nae!

Sunday morning - Our Lady of the Way: Michael Cogman 7.12.2025
XgeeDZ BeaAdAfs T AAB
R

nNeEr e AAK Ye? &aANT e
Damascus miracle change.

dr 740t ANA >ef
Ats u B?2r A o Ar

Thank God, | was born into a loving Catholic family and marrying a wonderful
Catholic girl with a similar background. My mother came from a typical strong Irish
Catholic family. My English non -practicing protestant father was converted to
Catholicism when courting my mother in London and they married in Ireland.

I was born in Ireland on Easter Sunday 1940. Britain was at war; London was being
keBkNDzZ AADZ A WNa&r DAAF Nee?r nAAON aAe AdW¥Ns fr Bea

18



in County Cork for my birth, and after some time rejoined my father in London. |
spent my early years with my grandmother until it was safe to join my parents in
London. | was two and a half years old.

:

Growing Up in Faith

Growing up in London | attended St Francis de Sales  primary s chool in Tottenham |

had great desire to be an altar server froma  very young age and finally ,attheageo f

9, | joined the altar server ys guild R A A A A,Nepdtinl diil A married and some

fourteen years later and moved out of the parish . This period with the Altar r NaE% N &y r
Guild , became central to my life |, serving as secretary of the Guild for several years.

We started a Catholic youth club  which led to many friendships and marriages V

including my own to Mary.

Fr Vincent McCarthy, the parish priest, had a great influence on the formation of my
faith in my youth. Both Mary and | developed a strong  friend ship with him  and he
was always so supportive  of us. We were married in June 1963 by Fr Mc Carthy and
he presented us with a Pope (now saint) John 23™ Apostolic B lessing . We have
always displayed this with respect in our house and thank God it has blessed our
long and beautiful  marriage .
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Journey & Community

Our married life / my work took us from Bishops Stortford in Hertfordshire where our

first daughter Angela was born, to Newcastle where daughter Maria was born. Then
to Nigeria for six and a half years where son Sean and daughter Jane were born.
Eventually back to London for the next thirty years. As we had travelled so had our

children and in 2006, we found ourselves in London with no older parents or famil y
to care for and all our children overseas, three in Australia and one in Hong Kong.

We decided to follow the children and retired to Australia in 2007. In 2010 our
daughterinH ong Kong joined the rest of the family in Australia. We are Blessed that

we n ow have our three daughters in Adelaide and our son in Brisbane. God has been

very good to us.

| recall the fondest memor  ies of our encounter at Our lady of the Way whenwe were
searching for a place to settle down . We were not looking int  his area and what
happened changed our lives completely . One Sunday we attended Mass at Our
Lady of the Way , Glenalta, and after we joined for the tea/coffee morning in the

cottage. We were welcomed by

parishioners Margaret Ash and Teresa Lavers both still members of the community

and are here today. That warm and loving  encounter made such a huge impact. It
made us feel at home, and we ended up settling in the Blackwood area :we had
found a truly welcoming parish community. We have enjoyed parish life ever since.

The friendliness of all the parishioners , hot only at Glenalta, but equally at St Paul of
the Cross and recently  the Nativity church es make the presence of God real for us

Symbols of Faith
| was invited to bring symbol(s) of my faith journey and place them on the table in
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the sanctuary. |1have chosen B AAAA&E r NaW Ny rakeB AbDA WS A& thet e e

fin ANt NAyembers ? AdDDur wedding Apostolic Blessing, presented to us
by Fr McCarthy and photo with Fr McCarthy.

Message for Peace Sunday

Today, is known as Peace Sunday and certainly o ur troubled world desperately

needs to turn to the Prince of P eace, our Lord Jesus Christ. We pray for peace in
Ukraine, Palestine, Gaza, Sudan and other places where wars are being fought.

Remember ing the words my father often said to my sister and I , when we would

argue over some silly thingg Aoens OAA AN Ni nNOA AAadeAr ae
BAAANGEr At NA re? aAne OANAQA iAHaaRNOU foe ltstéhmg t&gya A A N
journey. May we all be instruments of peace in our world s X

Sunday morning - Nativity :Raquel Scott 7.12.202

X g e wnbiéhing my name is Raquel . Today, | want to share my faith journey and how
God's peace has guided me through life. |was born in Philippines, the 3rd of nine
r‘” g i e

to a deeply catholic family. From an early age the Rosary was central to my life, it has

always been my source of strength and peace. | was nineteen when my father
suddenly died with a heart attack. Our family life changed overnight. It was turned
upside down. It was so difficult for us. | had to care for my younger brothers while
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my mother travelled a long way to Manilla and home many times for a year to
process her military pension from my father because he was on active service when

he died. We didn't have much to provide for the family ; but prayer gave me peace.
At th at time, | began speaking to God as an adult; | said to Him: "there must be a
reason why you have taken him so early" . I never g ave up ; instead, we continued
praying , asking for guidance and trusting his plan.

At twenty -three , | faced another trial. | became pregnant after being forced by a co -
worker which is 10 yrs older than me. In my culture this was very shameful and got

a lot of criticism but | wasn't affected by what they accused to me. | just kept praying

and asked forgiveness for those who do not know what they're doing. Abortion was

never an option; | prayed for strength and chose to give life. My beautiful Carol was
born; she was truly a blessing to me and | thank God for her every day . When Carol
started her school at the age of 3 in Day Care, | was pursuing my dream as my father

told me and all of us to do. | worked and studied hard, eventually earning my
Accounting Degree. Working in Philippines didn't really have much of opportunity

for me to afford Carol's higher education |1 had to venture Overseas.

| spent 10 years working in Saudi Arabia as a Patient
Attendant. It was the hardest time of my life. There,
were no churches, no public Christian faith and no
family . It was totally different culture. | carried my
Rosary everywhere , as my weapon and for my
protection .| prayed every day ;that gave me so much
comfort in who | am. When | was there, | felt
completely alone. It was 7 years before | went back to

the Philippines on holiday . In late 2019, after many
years of praying, God answered. | met my Trevor

- through a friend Susan, that | had worked with so
many years ago. Trevor is a widower who understood
me and loves me. He gave me freedom and a stable
future. It was just before COVID and | was able to get
back to the Philippines. We had to wait to meet for 3 years and married civilly in

2022 in Philippines. | came here 3 months later.

Just this October we had our sacramental marriage in this Church with the help of

Father Paul. | had prayed for this to happen because | really wanted to receive the
‘Sacrament of Marriage'. My daughter came over from Philippines for the wedding.

Having my Family together before God, filled my heart with deep peace and joy and
completeness. And Trevor is here with me today. As | was getting older, | realized
that | needed someone to be with for the rest of my life just for companionship. |

prayed that it i s His will, that | would love to have a man who will accept me and
understand me and love me.

Symbols of my journey
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| have my Rosary beads, my old prayer book and our wedding photo. These remind

me that peace is not the absence of trials but the presence of God in our Heart s. This
Advent | thank God for guiding me through every storm and for the gift of peace

that comes from trusting Him. Thank you and may God blessus all. X

REFLECTING ON THE SHARINGS

Fr Paul in his introduction to each of the masses reminded and challenged all of us
Ae 5 NNn eA Algmplanes?se XENA Qe A reijeidtiid dhe, pedice message
in the readings and  the sharings. >t Ac/Ae A A Ny r jolndyRas & Bifjént in a
catholic school, to becoming a teacher in one ,the RCIA and her continued  journey
of seeking and discovery of the firefly light of her bracelet , to remind her of the Light

of Christ within. A further sharing by another teacher Simon, of the unfolding acorn

in young people that brings strength and optimism for the future. Michael then
warmly and lovingly described consistent Christian formation in the faithfulness of
acommitted , Catholic family life andthatwas Re A Ae 2 NDZ k rpowedubshaNng y r
about the trauma of the sudden death of her father, the incredible isolation and
hardship of working in Saudi Arabia , the power of prayer , migration and the
importance of a Sacramental Marriage . God is good; prayer is central |y important
when our seeking seems to beinthe dark ,thatis then enlightened by commitment

in faith that brings peace

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT VJOY Vatall masses: Cascia and Hannah Smailes

These two young women committed themselves to serve as missionaries with the
Disciples of Jesus community in Sydney (Cascia) and Rockhampton (Hannah) from
Christmas last year to now. Their family and our parish supported them in this gift

of their lives to our church over this year. They share their faith journeys and the
deep joy this brought them and many others during this year.
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Hannah and Cas cia Smailes 13 and 14.12.2025

YeeDZ BeaAgQATS u AB oAAANAt AADZ At dr dr >Ar QAR AA
sisters. We both grew up in this parish and feel very blessed to call this place home.

Last year, both of us felt a call from the Lord to step out in faith and say Yes to a year

of mission, sharing the love that Jesus has given us with young people around

Australia.

Casciayr Bdrr deAf¥

| have spent the last year living in Sydney serving on Youth Mission Team as a full -
time youth ministry volunteer. As part of this we commit to a certain lifestyle,

including living in households, daily prayer and daily mass where possible, being

single for the year, living simply, limited alcohol and limited personal technology.

Our main mis sion was to bring hope to young Australians through running high

school retreats with a focus on providing a relevant and dynamic encounter with the

Gospel.

oAAANAt yr BdrrdeAT
| spent the year serving with N ational Evangelisation Team (NET) ministries on the

inaugural Rockhampton Diocesan team. Our team was based in Rockhampton but
our ministry took us all over Central Queensland, from outback to coastal towns,
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national parks, and everywhere in between. We ran retreats, youth groups,
classroom sessions, parish ministries, and visited so many school and Church
communities ¥ with the mission of inspiring young people to love Jesus and find a
home in the Church.

>Ar OdAyr Ni nN&EdNAQNT

When | was reflecting on my experience of joy this year, |1 was thinking about
whether joy was a disposition you could choose or simply an emotion that arose
spontaneously. | could not come up with any profound answers alone. However,

when | went through my prayer journal from this year, | noticed | had written an

answer to this exact quest ion. This is what | had written  : X an you choose joy? No,
because joy is an emotion. X However, emotions are attached to objects; meaning

they are a result of an object. F  or example, you feel excited because you have a
Christmas present or you feel sad because you fell into the mud. The object that

brings perfect joy is Jesus Christ. You can choose Jesus Christ and joy will be a
resultant fruit. X

| was blessed enough this year to be provided with a number of objects that gifted
me with joy. | experienced joy through living within the Disciples of Jesus
Community. | experienced joy through the love, witness and humour of the other
young people | ser ved with in my team. | experienced joy through the devotion of
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new converts and those on fire with their faith ; through witnessing young people
encounter the love of God in life changing ways. These are all dependent joys;
temporary and fleeting. Ones | did not choose. My ultimate source of joy was
dependent on choosing Jesus Christ. By saturating myself in prayer each morning,

by being filled completely by him, | was also filled with joy. A joy that didn't outwardly

make sense. A joy that was unceasing and complete. A divine joy that could only be

found in abiding in  Christ. What | chose this year was not a cheat way to grow close

to the Lord and experience his joy, but a constant and daily X Bsxto allowing the Lord
to reign in my heart, and so let his love, joy and peace overflow.

oAANAt yr NinNEdNAQNT

| was once taught that joy is the greatest tool for evangelisation, and this year |

Ni nNeg NAQNDZ At dr RdgaEerat AADZ AA . MyR ANyaEcN Aea AN
young people sharing with other young people the true joy we have each found in

Jesus. Wherever we ministered, we were met with such radical openness and this

incredible hunger in the youth for more than what the world offers. Through our

witness and our ministry, we were able to invite the young people to a life of joy, not

justthefleeti AP BeBNAAr ©R t AnndANrr At Aa At NryWwN NinNae
true joy. Endlessly deep and relentlessly enduring joy in the knowledge that no

matter what, they are deeply, tenderly Loved by God Himself and that freedom has

been won for them through Jesus Christ. This is the joy that does not depend on

good circumstances and ni  ce feelings, but the joy that is cemented in knowing the

perfect Truth of perfect Love. | experienced that when | allowed myself to live and

minister not out of my own weakness, but with the joy of the Lord as my strength

The young people | encountered were so naturally attracted to the Gospel, and Jesus

was able to be made known and glorified in the most wonderful ways.

OurSymbol -XA?2 &RGN | Nr 2 r XT

The symbol we

brought
forward is an
image of

Jesus; we like
to call it X drfie
Jesus X This
was an image
that both of
our teams
brought with
us into each
school, as a
focus for the
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prayer experiences that we led. It was also the centre of our daily team prayer in our
NET home, and we love how human, inviting, and loving Jesus feels in this image.

Conclusion:

This year was a radical year for both of us, but no more radical than any other year.

| KK o N DZDZ aAr ReKAKen At N -ecD¥r ~"dgAA Reac e?2c A
saying a daily yes to following him and whatever he asks from us. For us, that lo oked

like following him to another state on mission, but let us not think that the Lord only

mecEbtr At ace?ft AtAA AnnNAce aAe kN 7 &AADZ Y" Nrr Nrys
become complacent and satisfied with living a normal life. What Christ desires for

us is not mediocrity or the mundane, but a radical life filled with his perfect, divine

joy. A joy that is found only in him; in following his will s X

REFLECTION ON THE SHARINGS

It was with great love and affection that all our worshipping communities welcomed

Cascia and Hannah and were in turn inspired by their joy, passion and Ae W N Riee Xi
' Nr ? rLivisg life to the full; inspired by the Spirit and filled with joy. These
remarkable young women have many more stories to tell ; mission at home in

Australia to our secular, cynical world has been turned around , wherever they have

gone ; mission accomplished for this year Vat least. Watch this space!

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT VLOVE
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Saturday evening -, AndWdAar Tt éeQt RODAZN25Ey fie? ' A

YGood evening , mynameis Rochelle, and | feel truly blessed to be here today to share
A KdanAN R Br RAdat VYe?®ANr AADZAtN SArr geD¥r |

My early life and school

| was born and raised in Mangalore, India, in a family where faith and love were the
cornerstones of daily life. My parents were deeply religious, and every day we said

the rosary together as a family, a practice that nurtured both our faith and our love

for one another.

Both my parents worked, and our home was far from school. To attend a good
school, my sister and | had to walk over a hill every day, often in the rain. After
crossing the hill, we would wait for the bus or other transport to take us the rest of

the way. O n those long walks, we sang hymns and called on Mother Mary for
protection.

Looking back now as an adult, | realise how treacherous that road was. It was narrow,

steep, slippery in the monsoon rains, and with just one wrong step we could have

injured ourselves badly. At the time, we did not think much of it Vv we were simply
~ . 1

fedAf Ae rOQteeks =2aA Aea u QAA NN ten geD¥r Kel
day. What could have been a tiring and dangerous journey, became something
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sacred and faith -forming. Those daily walks taught me resilience, trust in God, and

the power of prayer from a very young age, all rooted in love v love for God, for my

parents, and for each other as sisters. Growing up as a Catholic in Mangalore shaped

B ?2ADN&r AAADHAFT ©R geDXr na&Nr NAON dgA NWN@Er DAr KA
a sense of service, and the importance of community. These lessons of love became

Br Re?ADAArdeA Ar u AAYW gandjpyS.DZ AGRNyr Ot AKANAF N

Tertiary studies and marriage

At the age of twenty -one, | moved to another city for my studies. At twenty -four, |
met my husband, Allen. During our first meeting, we spoke for three hours, felt an

instant connection, and got married just six months later. Like me, he was deeply

religio us, and we shared similar values and faith. Life seemed to be going well, and

after a year of marriage, we hoped to have our first child.

Infertility and illness

That hope, however, was met with many challenges. | underwent numerous tests

and procedures and was told that my fallopian tubes were severely blocked. Every

time we hoped for  good news, the results were negative. We cried, we prayed, and

sometimes we felt despair. The doctors suggested IVF and IUl, warning that if we did

not follow their advice, conception might not happen.

yt ee?ft dan AKAR 2N QeAAdgA?NDZ ae naEAr R A&E?r AgAT A
day, we prayed the Divine Mercy Chaplet nine times ¥ asking for the gift of a child,

that it be healthy, and for strength as we navigated these challenges. We believed

tha t if God wanted us to have children, He would bless us in His time. Our prayers

were persistent, and finally, after three years, we conceived our first daughter. We

named her Hannah, after the biblical Hannah who prayed for the gift of Samuel Vv a

reminder eR geDXr RAdAat R?AANrr AADZ AKeWN dA AAr ZN&EdAT
But our journey did not end there. When Hannah was just three weeks old, a routine

check , revealed holes in her heart. The paediatric cardiologist told me she was too

small for surgery and advised us to return when she was six months old. My world

collapsed, yet | and we, continued to pray silently, including praying the Divine Mercy

Chapletd A AT R A&E?r AgAFf dA geDZr KeWN AADZnaEeBdr Nrs u
me ¥V Hannah was so full of life and energy, and every time she cried, | would panic,

frightened that her heart would stop. Nevertheless, we continued to pray, relying on

the love that sustained us through uncertainty.

Sarah, a miracle and migration

Shortly after, | discovered | was pregnant again. It was a testing time ¥V Hannah was

still small, her heart condition made each day uncertain, and we were preparing for

Bdgf cArndeA ae !'2rancAKdAs -dRN RNAA eWNaEit NABAF R
When Hannah turned eight months old, | returned to the paediatric cardiologist. |

was nervous and scared, yet at peace, trusting that God would not let us down. After
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Ni ABgAgA?f t NeR At N nANDZHAAcEdQ OAcDHeAKef dran Oa&dNDZ
holes in her heart had closed. We were overjoyed VeAQON Af AQAR geDXZr KeWN
through in our lives, reminding us of His faithfulness and care.

When Hannah turned one, our younger daughter Sarah was born. | was overjoyed. |

felt our family was now complete. But even in that joy, life moved quickly. We had to

prepare to migrate to Australia. Allen left first when Sarah was only one month old.

It wa s a very emotional and difficult time. | was still recovering from childbirth, caring

for two very young children, and preparing for a completely new life.

Three months later, | followed him with my mother -in-law. | remember that journey

clearly ¥ two tiny children, many bags, and a heart full of worry, yet full of faith and

AeWwNs u DZDZ Aean tAer atAan SAdANDZ Rec ?2r ©A AtN e
was going before us.

A new home

We moved to Australia Vv an unknown country with no friends, relatives, or

acquaintances. It was a challenging and uncertain time, yet God blessed us by

placing wonderful people in my life who guided and supported us along the way.

Slowly, with patience, fa ith, and love, we built a home away from home, creating a

community and a sense of belonging in this new land.

ytdr Ye?®ANr tAr AA?7PtA BN nNaE&r N NEAAQONR AGE?r A d
neAr Nes ua &NBJADANDZ BN At Aan geDZFr KkANrr dgAfr ®eRAT
understanding and expectations. It also deepened my faith and strengthened my

desire to serve o thers through the gifts God has given me. Most importantly, it

revealed thatlove ¥ from God, from family, and from our community U sustains us

through every challenge and triumph and Love is the theme of this the fourth

e Sunday in Advent.

B Being part of the Parish of the Holy Family has

been another blessing in my life. It has

provided a community where faith and love

are shared, nurtured, and celebrated. My hope

is that this parish continues to be a welcoming

space for all, where love, joy, peace, and hope

are lived and experienced every day.

'r u &NRANOA A Br Ye?ac&AN' R
guiding me through every challenge and

every momentofjoy v from walking over that

hill as a child in Mangalore, invoking Mother

TAcE"yr naEeeaNOAdeAR aAe a2 dAANr-
my own family, and finally

building a new life here in Australia. These

experiences remind me that love VgeDZr KeWN
and the love shared  between people ¥V s alive,

powerful, and present in our daily lives.
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My Symbols
The pictures of our Wedding and the Divine Mercy Chaplet are symbols of my faith

Ye? ®aAN" At An &NBJADZ BN ten geD¥r AKeWN dr BNDZA,
through Allen and the girls every day and Our Mother Mary through my prayers,

even at the darkestt imes.

Thank you for allowing me to share my story. | am truly grateful to be part of this

parish and to contribute, in whatever way | can, to its life, spirit, and the love it

nurtures. X
lission |l 8 .‘

&
3

P‘ > .\ - Birthday blessings for Hannah and Sarah
o — ool ol A

S g8 uAn nAr o AI8ABithgay on 20"

3 I December and her blessing was missed
by the cameraman K?A ARt yr
birthday on the 22 " was captured.

What a wonderful gift to witness their
Beat NEyr r t padigpating iherDZ
sharing by bringing up the bread and
wine at the Offertory procession.

Especially on their birthdays!

Sunday Morning - St Paul of the Cross:  Damian Borda 21.12.2025

X sometimes think Y = e WsNne of the most misunderstood words. The secular world

is so confused about love. Even though we hear things like AKe W N dndsidirr¥ N a
phrases, what we see in the world is mass confusion and outright anti -KeWNs uayr A
like the truth narrative where we hear things like Are?c versud ABA A dtht &

and love are not abstract; they are not ideologies. They are not ideas we can

customise and manipulate

Love is right ordered and sacrificial, desiring the best for the other.

As a teacher | often talk to children about being virtuous. | find it helpful to look at

the virtues in terms of balance and extremes. What does this virtue look like in excess

ec A DNRJOJNAQr AADZters D2 SN RJADZ - tlifAvalook edr A e A A
Arn At N "ecADR D2 2N rNN A YgeADANA TNAAy eR -eW NS
even sure.
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What | think we do see is an overcompensation, a distortion, a kind of false love. How
can we lie to each other and call it love. 1 Corinthians 13 tells us that we can do lots
of things and have lots of things, but without love it all amounts to nothing.

If | speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, | am only a
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If | have the gift of prophecy and can
fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have a faith that can move
mountains, but do not have love, | am nothing. If | give all | possess to the poor and
give over my body to hardship that | may boast, but do not have love, | gain nothing.

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

Jesus Christ is the greatest example of love that we will ever know. Everything God
wants us to know about love is revealed in the life and death of Jesus. The reason we
are in this church this morning is because we believe that. That is what makes us
Christians.

As | was considering a symbol that represents love, a few things came to my mind. |

was going to display a family photo, or an image of the Holy Family. Family is
extremely important to me. Mother Teresa has been quoted many times saying

things like,

AeNAON A MA@Eat KkNF dAr 5:dANA? e WeN Ng ARenat \WNATQX B et aN e
dA e?c thAuBNrrae? SAAAN Ae kaE&dA?P t AnndANrr Ae At N St
re?ac RABJA" Va
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Families are at the front line of the Spiritual Battle. We need to get love right within

our families. | believe this and do my best to love my family. Husbands, we need to

AKeWN e?2c AdWNr K4t N >t c&dra AeWNDZAtN Ot?cDts uyB
love you Natalie and pray for you all the time. | often wish | was a better husband.

u DZHDAYyA kaecdAf A ndOa?acN R Br RABJGAT R k?2aA BAA"
of Jesus. It is one of the most powerful images | have ever seen. The title of the image

1 - isYf e &l dRolgiepess and love are very
closely linked.

| have spent a lot of time gazing at this

picture. Everything about it imagines love. |

can clearly see Jesus, standing upright.

Strong, Holy, Firm. He is embracing the

man, holding him up, taking his weight. The

man looks physically strong but completely

Ni t A2r ANDR t N Keetr Adt N t N ¢

It took me a while to really see the image

neenNEArs uyB Aea r?2c&N Str R |
while to AeadON 7t AA S Ar dA At N
hands. What is he holding? Why is he

holding a mallet and a nail? | slowly realised

| am the man, the mallet is my sinfulness,

and the nail is my sin. And Jesus still raises

me up. This is Love.

Yyt N elaiynshgiding the broken body
of her son. | cannot even fathom the sorrow
of this moment. My greatest fear is losing a
child; my deepest hurt is watching my own
child have to suffer.

b \.\

The other symbol presented is called \V//—‘X
A

TAcr rrAdDZ XANrx Ae geD
what was going to happen. Though she
would have had some sense, she had
AkreXk?aAN RAdaAat AADZAGE?r

At the Presentation of our Lord, Simeon told

her that AA r AeacDZ Re? ADZ ngq
TAEr r Xh Nuredovéd: AMary embracing
the dead body of her sonis  pure love
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geDZr KeWN dr Aeaincainkate A o AdRings on uhe fleghr of Jesus
Seen in Marys X h Nan& g e DZaithful action toward us. Seen in Jesus death on the
crossand Hiswords Af eac?f gWN At NB fAat N&d At N' 1 Aeid Aea 4t

God is Love . Jesus loves us in our sin V We repent V Then we sin again V God
Qe AAdA?Nr aAe AeWNs uayHeidldk .oN OAA D2R kNOQA?r N

My love for my family is similar, maybe not as pure, and limited by my humanity, but

I would die for them. They are sometimes rude and hurtful, but I cannot not love

them. They share my image. They share my blood. Just as we are made in the image
of God our creator. As He shed His blood out of love and forgiveness for us.

May we LOVE as He FIRST LOVED ; The ultimate symbol of LOVE is right before
us (Damian indicating the crucified Christ _above the altar  ).X

Sunday Morning - Our Lady of the Way: Jurgen Sawon 21.12.2025

"Good morning, my name is Jurgen Sawon and | have been asked to share
something of my faith Journey. Today is the 4 " Sunday of Advent and the theme is
that of Love.
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| was b orn in Germany - Christened Catholic ; in 1949 we moved to Australia with
HOPE for a better life enjoying the PEACE after the war. My mother grew up and

spent her formative years under the NAZI yoke. So , for her, there was a JOY in this
new start.

However, this was not to last, as she had to face a terrible tragedy. My father was
knocked off his bike one night when collecting ice. He spent a few nights in hospital,

before succumbing to his injuries V leaving my mother with 3 small children in a
foreign land . She had limited English, no supportive family near her and, of course,

At NeN DFDAyan Nidra AAT reQdAK r NeEW dONr s

-------- ; : > e : My symbol

- 5 A g . But fortunately, the Nuriootpa  Lutheran

church, rallied to our aid and provided

support. The Bible dated 1957 , that is on the

table there, is a gift from the Lutheran priest

V a Pastor Richman. | regard this gift as a

symbol and memento of his LOVE. Inside is

dAr Qedk NDZ YANAEQtL Ipantell r QEdgnA
you that | promised myself that | would read

drn RaEeB raAAcea ae RJgAdrt eAN D
15 times but | gave up.

The history is hazy around here - my sister

and | were introduced to a man that we were

dAr AE? QANDZ he QAKK Y?AQANyY ~t

QAKANDZ YDADXZs N BeWNDZae At N

1 YDADZ =~"Ar Aean A &NAKdPde?r
G y mother did encourage me to go to church,

k?An aN DfDAyan fe Ar A RABJgAr's oNAOQON Br &NAdGFfde?r

AAANADNDZ At N ANAENr A Ot 20t sR f°t dOty nt NAAA™ cDRR N

Christ was over the railway line, and later in high school | attended the Baptist

Church Vwt Nr N 2 N&N YR4a&N A ADIm&mbe Bily Gralaily A ¢, BNr

As a teenager, my schoolmates would discuss existential questions. | was always

interested and intrigued by matters of existence, origin and size of the universe, so

when | went to Uni | studied many Physics subjects - Greek for study of the nature

of things! There were many believers among the scientists VlIsaac Newton, Einstein,

Werner Heisenberg, and Gregor Mendel Va Catholic priest the f ather of Genetics.

| RANe ANAWGA?P teBNR u raAaAcaNDZ ANAOQOt AT dA At N OQe?
runginmyears -f?BR ten "dAA u tAen uyB dA KeWNS X
have been a slow learner, because | had been teaching for about 20 months with

this person, k NRe &N u &NAAd' NDZ At N Acacer tADZtda BN AAI
AQRNX s

o
p2
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She was a Catholic girl, with staunch Catholic parents AND Polish! What more can
re? GAAAs YtAaAyr At NA Br &NAK ND2 QAAdeA kNP AAs f
before taking the host, and in Poland, vodka with my breakfast.

gN rAAEaNDZ A RABQAr AADZ At Aayr =4t
are overwhelming both for the fact of my new

children and the fact that Krys came through safely.

Krys went through a very long labour for our eldest.

Daniel being 10 pounds , Justin 9 and the twins 8

pounds each.

UA AtN tryrR u "Ar OQOeARG®BNDZ k-
some of you might know him Father Hugh
Ay il ? K Adgritble and  accepting, self-deprecating
V| played footy with him - | was very sad when he
died at a fairly young age. He would give our
children a ride on his shoulders when he came
around to visit.
And | can recall Father Milburn Vwho would give a
very short sermon just before Melbourne Cup Day it went like this : X¥ather, Son and
Holy Ghost, Let Toby Boy be first past the post. X
So, what is love? Cliches and  Jaffynitions % abound in songs, literature , plays. Here
are some:
! Loveisaflower, r e?y W N let iEngwA
Love is the answer, and you know that for sure ,
Love remains after the  AdA AKX YJA AKAeW Ny RNNAJQAF r?2kr ¢DANT
Love is temporary insanity curable by marriage ,
Nothing to do with what you are expecting to get, only what you are
expecting to give
 Loveiswatching X etter Homesand Gardens ¥nt NA re?2y DZ cAat N& kN 7,
At N YReenary
1 Love is not all Kale juice and quinoa salad AND :
 NatKingCole -%t N 7 &€NAANr A 7 dRAisjusetd hpv& &nd BeWoNest A N A A
in return. X
LOVE is an intense feeling of
1 Deep affection,
Care,
Commitment
Desire for the wellbeing of another person
Sacrifice ,
Acceptance.

= =4 =4 =4

=A =4 =4 -4 =4

LOVE spreads from a circle of 0.5 m radius to include more than just myself.
u tAen AtAA uy-B ARBNA REMERNOQmUYB rAdAA F EAnnAdAT A
geDZr BrraNaEdNrS >?2cc&NAA @&eAdadOAAK OAKGBAAN A QA
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speakers, and the faithful work of so many of you, are encouraging to me. Never

underestimate the value of the example that you yourself are setting .uyB Aean rnNQdA
butthenagain Vu ABS g Ny & NThdrgakon rigtHatQwlese speople every time

ANy &N ¢ A A together.Qt ? €Ot

Two stories from scripture remind me of the acceptance implied in Love . The
Prodigal Son story Vthe j ealous son after his brother squandered his inheritance e
nAr Ker A AADZ AwAndttiéyallen WomanAvB@n no one was prepared to
condemn and neither did ' Nr ?He®ithdut sin let him cast the first stone. X

UuyWN KNNA ?f eNAAAT ? cAAdRGNDZ kT At N AOQNhemAAQN eR
call this love. l.e. acceptance, care, desire for the wellbeing and  growth of another

person ;Is that not love? It has encouraged me to volunteer in my small way to give

to this community as so many of the wonderful volunteers do to make the mass

special .

uy KK RAAdrt ~dat A e?eAN RaeeB gNeacf N oAcaEdreA
XVhat is life  Vwithout your love  ? And tell me VWho am 1? without you by my side?

Il ADZ At Anyr Br Y thédngsAar listerin@ e N y

~ The 65" Wedding anniversary of Peter
-+ and Jyette Smailes

As a surprise , Peter and Jytte were asked

to come forward att he end of mass for a

special blessing. One from Fr Paul, one

from Archbishop @AAr&d Ot Ay éNFfAA A
one from Pope Leo  XIV. A truly blessed

moment that completed a magnificent

Eucharistic celebration  at Our Lady of the

Way worshiping community

Sunday morning - Nativity : Marina and Javin Chua 21.12.2025

X 9§ Thank you, Fr., Itis our pleasure to share our story, as our interracial marriage was

all about the power of LOVE | the theme for today. LOVE has been the thriving force

in our interracial marriage all these years. Today we have brought PAWAAYr kAnadr B
Bible which has served our family since then. un dr At N rrBkeAk R geD¥r
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This video clip is from SOMETHING IN THE RAIN. It shows how we bumped into each
other after high school and going off to study in different countries. We might have
just missed each other |, even if for a few seconds.

JytAayr ten TAccdAadain AtA&Zatunigh; Nrode past her  and when |

realised it was her , | made a turn to stop her in he r track s. | vividly remember she

nAr aNAacgA? A RAen™ Kdfta KA?N DZENrr uAds N AA AAIJ
Maybe there was something in the air that night; maybe it was the Holy Spirit.

qr un aAr  Ni ANA@eyr MW NR AKre Br kda&at DAr AADZ u
house.

J: We started going out with our friends when we were back in our hometown over
the weekends; | developed feelings for her

M: and | did too.
J: | thought she would only go for an Indian boyfriend.

M: | thought he would only have a Chinese girlfriend. We kept our feelings to
ourselves but it was obvious to our friends. | prayed about it.
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